
 

 

 

 

 

 

8th April 2022 

Dear Parent/Carer 

The Spring Term has proven to be a strong start to 2022 for staff and students; the end of term 

newsletter reflects this in the Head of Year updates and also provides useful information for when 

students return to school on Monday 25th April.   

Reading 

We had a fantastic day on Friday 18th March celebrating World Book Day and Comic Relief. Students 

and staff enjoyed dressing up as their favourite characters whilst being given the opportunity to 

experience a range of different texts being read to them on the day. Students also enjoyed the ‘Blind 

Date with a Book’ stall alongside some delicious cookies.  

Overall, we raised a fantastic £969.28 for Comic Relief! 

 

 

Assessment Key Dates Key Stage 3 

Progress Review information for all KS3 students will be sent after the Easter break.  This will inform 

parents and carers of the Non-Negotiable Knowledge that each subject area has been studying in the 

Spring Term, and how successful students have been in securing this knowledge.  Year 8 students will 

be in receipt of bespoke comments written by their class teachers and Head of Year.  Year 9 students 

will be in receipt of a Head of Year comment.    You will receive a final progress review at the end of 

the Summer Term.  Year 7 students will receive a bespoke comment from their class teachers in this 

final report of the academic year. 

Year 7 students will be sitting some examinations/assessments after the Easter holidays.  This is a 

perfect opportunity for teachers to test how much students are remembering and can apply to 

different questions.  Some examinations will take place in the hall.  This is part of the preparatory we 

work we do in Key Stage 3 to ensure that students are fully prepared for examinations in Key Stage 4, 

and in particular, their GCSE examinations at the end of Year 11.  



 
Year 9 examinations are scheduled to take place the week commencing Tuesday 3rd May 2022.  This 

is a perfect opportunity for Year 9 students to sit examinations in the hall, in readiness for their Key 

Stage 4 studies and GCSE Qualifications.  Year 9 Parents’ Evening is scheduled to take place on 

Thursday 19th May 2022 at 4.00pm this will provide parents and carers with the opportunity to discuss 

progress in Key Stage 3, as well as discussing preparation for Key Stage 4 study in some subject areas. 

 

Key Stage 4 Key Dates 

Year 11 students and parents/carers are in receipt of classes running throughout the Easter break.  

Please ensure that your child attends these classes as they have been identified as needing this time 

with their teachers to be as prepared as possible in the run up to the final examinations.  Year 11 

Summer examinations are scheduled to begin on Monday 16th May 2022.  Students are required to 

attend school as normal until May Half Term after which they will be required to come to school for 

their revision and intervention lessons and their examinations. For your information, we have put 

together some information about adjustments to the Summer Examinations; changes to specifications 

and adaptations for each subject area.  This information has been added to our school website and 

can be found here: 

https://hurworth.swiftacademies.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2022/04/Changes-to-

Summer-exams-2022.pdf 

Students have been provided with this information in an assembly on Tuesday 5th April 2022.  Students 

will also have assemblies run by the head of core subjects (English, Maths and Science) as part of our 

continued programme to ensure our Year 11 students are as prepared and informed as possible about 

their Year 11 examinations.   

Our Year 10 students will be in receipt of their final Progress Review of target and projected grades at 

the end of the Summer Term.  This will provide students with the opportunity to reflect on their 

performance, think about gaps in knowledge they have and allow them to make a positive start to 

their Year 11 studies in September. 

 

Head of Year Update Year 7 – Mrs Pitchford 

Year 7 have made some excellent progress this term and are working really hard.  They have enjoyed 

their first charity event in school with non-uniform days and activities to raise money for Red Nose 

Day and there will be a further event at the end of term to help the Scouting Movement.   

We have focussed on standards a lot this term to ensure that all students come into school equipped 

for their day and correctly dressed.  This way we know they are ready for the day ahead and achieving 

the goals we are setting for them.  Hopefully, everyone will continue to uphold these standards 

throughout the rest of the academic year.   

We continue to offer support to all those who require it and regularly remind students where they 

can come to if they need additional support or help of any kind.  I am more than happy to speak with 

any parent/carer who feels their child requires additional help or support and I would like to thank all 

parents of Year 7 students for their help and support this year. 
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Head of Year Update Year 8 – Mr Martin 

Year 8 students have returned from the Christmas break re-energised, focused and ready to 

learn. We have been preparing for Year 8 exams which took place in the month of March, and 

I am delighted to express to you how proud I am of the cohort, with their collective and 

individual efforts in this. I am confident that this run of positive behaviour will continue to the 

end of the academic year, and into Year 9. Can I please ask for students to keep contacting 

the Student Support team or myself, if they do require any additional support.  

Head of Year 9 Mr Douglas 

Year 9 have come on leaps and bounds this term, their resilience and attitude should be commended 

for the way they have dealt with the pressures of their options, that will lead on to them becoming 

amazing students in the following years at Hurworth. Students have displayed so much positivity this 

term and demonstrated that they are an excellent group, they are a kind, caring and respectful year 

group that are growing stronger and stronger. The way they have helped and supported each other 

through difficult and happy times makes them one of the best year groups that I have ever worked 

with. Their dedication to their education will ensure they have the best chance to achieve their goals 

and go on to have a bright and prosperous future. 

I would also like to add that if any student feels they need any help and support on their journey 

through Hurworth School - to come and speak with the Student Support Team. 

Head of Year Update Year 10 – Mr Bradnam 

The vast majority of Year 10 students have progressed really well during the Spring Term.  Students 

are now fully engaged with their GCSE studies and are displaying a conscientious and determined 

approach to their work.  Timeliness is the only real issue that challenges some students, be that being 

late to school or lessons, or handing in work – this is an area we are working on with all students to 

help them remain correctly focussed and to also help them manage their ever-increasing workload as 

the GCSEs get ever closer. 

We continue to offer any support that the students need, be that for academic or welfare reasons, 

and we regularly remind them where they can come for such support if they ever need it.  I will of 

course speak with any parent or carer who has concerns during this crucial part of the students’ 

education, and I would also like to thank all parents and carers for your support in helping us to bring 

out the best in a fantastic group of young people. 

Head of Year Update Year 11 – Mrs Davidson 

Year 11 have made fantastic progress throughout this final academic year at Hurworth. They have 

been hardworking and have displayed a conscientious and positive attitude. The year group Class 

Charts percentage is currently 98% positive, with very few negative clicks throughout the academic 

year thus far. The year group have really shown me how contentious, hardworking, and motivated 

they are throughout this term but especially within the mock examination period.  

This academic year has seen an even larger focus on post-16 and careers guidance, including post 16 

assemblies, interview preparation, application days, CV workshops and access to 1:1 careers advice/ 

support, as well as the carers hub. Students should continue to access support from Mrs Hudson. 

The students must know take every opportunity to refine their revision skills/techniques, gain support 

from their teachers and mentors in order for them to reach their goals and aspirations. We have some 

very exciting times ahead.    

 



 
 

Rewards  

During Spring Term 2 there have already been a phenomenal 94,799 green clicks awarded on 

ClassCharts recognising the student's enthusiasm in lessons, effort in ILT and exemplary behaviour 

that reflects our 4R values. 

Year group Green clicks 

7 21,206 

8 21,812 

9 21,131 

10 19,118 

11 11,532 

 

The start of the Easter holidays will be recognised with Easter egg prizes for the top 10 students in 

each year group. Postcards will be sent out for students detailing their endeavours.  

Students can choose to spend these green clicks in the ClassCharts shop; please contact the school 

office if students need to reset their ClassCharts login details. 

End of Term  

The last day of term Friday 8th April is a non-uniform day to raise money for one of our students 

attending the world Scout Jamboree. The School Council also decided that they wanted to raise money 

for the Red Cross humanitarian efforts in Ukraine, alongside the Brain Tumour charity. There is an 

extended lunch to have a cake sale to raise money for these two charities. As it is the end of term we 

wanted to add some fun to the fundraising efforts. Mr Judson, Mr Douglas and Mr Martin  ‘agreed’ to 

be gunged. In order for each form to nominate a representative for the gunging at least one donation 

for the cake sale should be provided by each form in school.  

Water bottles and warmer weather  

As we approach the Summer Term and warmer weather, please ensure your child has an appropriate 

water bottle that they may re-fill at break and lunchtime.  Students are not allowed out of lessons to 

fill water bottles, nor should they be going to the main office to ask for a cup or for a drink.  We would 

be grateful if you could reinforce this message at home. 

Summer Uniform 

Students return to school on Monday 25th April 2022 and should be wearing their summer polo shirts.  

Please note that on cooler days during the summer students have the option of wearing a school 

jumper or an appropriate outdoor coat to school – no sweatshirts or jumpers (other than the school 

jumper), hooded tops, tracksuit tops or coats made of denim may be worn over the polo shirts.   

Finally, may I take this opportunity to wish you and your family a Happy Easter and a restful and 

relaxing break. 

 

Yours sincerely   
   

 
 
 
 

Mr. D. Judson  
Head Teacher 


